	How To:

Replace the stock Antenna with a CB Antenna

A CFans Members Mod Project by coyote

Skill Level: Easy
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Disclaimer: Please use caution and seek professional assistance when necessary. ColoradoFans.com, the author, and all associated members are not responsible for any damages, injuries or other harm which may occur with this modification. This post does not reflect the views of ColoradoFans.com and it's ownership. Before attempting this modification, it is advised to verify this will work on your Colorado or Canyon, as not all GMT 355's are same!

Purpose:  To have a professional looking mount for your CB antenna without drilling holes in your rig!
Required Parts:
· 1x FS4-B 4ft antenna and/or 1x FS2-B 2ft antenna for in town driving.

· 1x K-8R18 18ft RG58 95% shield cable kit. (only use RG58 for single phase, shielding matters here, use only high quality cable) 

· 1x K-4A mounting stud

· 1x T6-259 PL259 end (may not need, I don't know if the 18ft comes with two pre-processed ends).

· 1x SS-3H heavy duty spring.

· 1x grommet, if not reusing existing one. 
· 2x or 3x FLAT BAR T-316/316L 1/8 X 1" S/S FLAT T-316,

· 1x SWR meter. 

· 1x 75 WX ST Cobra CB radio. 
· 1x AR-1A AM/FM antenna splitter or hidden am/fm antenna (OPTIONAL) 
· 1x AM/FM extension cable (OPTIONAL for use with part above) 
Required Tools:
· Drill press with clamps 
· Metal drill bits 
· Stepper bit, only to enlarge holes if needed 
· Sander 
· Sockets 
· Metal File

Instructions:
1. Remove burrs from the edges and then sand corners to make them rounded (belt sander or appropriate device). 

2. Remove wiper arms 

3. Remove cowl, there are six plastic pins on the front edge and then you can pull up on the cowl and it should pop off. 

4. Jack up the passenger side of vehicle, support with a jack stand, and remove the wheel. 

5. Remove wheel well pieces, the two interior ones not the flare, the lower one first - then larger piece. 

6. Unplug antenna from behind glove box (See Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Antenna Coupling

7. Pull cable from inside the wheel well, the grommet comes out easily (See Figure 2).
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Figure 2: Antenna hole

8. Unscrew existing mount (See Figure 3) and pull up through the hole. 
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Figure 3: Original Antenna Mount

9. Next, remove foam from the cable and pull grommet off; if you are reusing it, some cable grease would help! 

10. Now drill a hole in middle of the stainless steel piece, using a 1/2" bit. Go slow and use plenty of pressure! 

11. Attach the antenna mount to stainless steel. Set mount piece in place and from below, mark the screw holes with the mount centered in the hole. 

12. Drill mounting screw holes using a 1/4" bit and mount to the frame. 

13. Use a multi-meter to make sure the top of the antenna mount is not grounded to the truck. On top should be nylon, washer, lock washer, stud. If this is not the case, unscrew the mount and fix, tighten down before remounting to the truck. 
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Figure 4: New Mount and Plate

14. If both ends of the coax cable are processed, cut one end off and with the grommet in place feed coax in the truck, more cable grease may be needed for an easy pull. 

15. Pull most of the coax cable into the truck and attach the pre-processed end onto the underside of the mount, leaving some slack. 


[image: image6]
Figure 5: Mounted Coax cable 

16. Route cable to the destination, don't reattach the wheel well pieces at this point in case you have problem. I chose to attach my CB to the underside of my driver seat, if you have the 60/40 bench, on the middle section front is a bolt that I attached my power box to. I routed the cable down the side of the truck under the sill going up and down until I had enough to reach the box. I routed the cable through the hole in the carpet for the passenger side airbag wires. 

If you are using the AM/FM splitter you may want to mount this near your CB and then run an AM/FM extension cable back to the coupling point. Otherwise you have more coax to process. 

17. I also ran my power through the same hole in the carpet 

18. Process the end of you coax and check for shorts. Attach processed cable to the stud mount and retest. If everything checks out you can now put the wheel well back together, re-mount the wheel and lower the vehicle. 

19. Attach power to your CB and make sure it all works. 

20. Put cowl back on and re-attach wipers. 

21. Attach spring to stud mount. 

22. Attach antenna to spring. 

23. Go to an open area and properly tune your antenna. 
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Figure 7: Completed Modification
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